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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with John Munger on 08/15/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Page 6, line 19, replace "actuating arm" with - activating arm --. 
Page 8, line 31, replace "Figures 8 and 9" with - Figures 7 and 8 -. 
Page 9, line 3, replace "actuation arms" with - activating arms -. 



Page 


13, 


ine 15, replace "feed tube" with 


- flow tube -. 


Page 


13, 


ine 21 , replace "feed tube" with 


- flow tube --. 


Page 


15, 


ine 30, replace "(Figure 7)" with 


- (Figure 9) - 


Page 


15, 


line 31, replace "(Figure 9)" with 


- (Figure 7) - 


Page 


16, 


line 20, delete "(www.bimba.com)" 


Page 


17, 


line 4, replace "feed tube" with - 


flow tube -. 


Page 


19, 


line 12, replace "feed tube" with 


- flow tube --. 


Page 


19, 


line 24, replace "provide" with - 


provided -. 


Page 


20, 


line 26, replace "feed tube" with 


- flow tube --. 


Page 


20, 


line 30, replace "feed tube" with 


- flow tube --. 
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Page 21 , lines 5, 19 and 22 (three total occurrences) replace "feed tube" with - 
flow tube -. 

Page 24, line 20 (claim 2), replace "a cam member" with - an activating arm --. 

Page 24, line 22 (claim 2), replace "cam member" with - activating arm -. 

Page 25, line 19 (claim 9), replace "single" with - common --. 

Page 27, line 8 (claim 14), delete "substantially D-shaped". 

Page 27, line 15 (claim 14), replace "urges" with - urge -. 

Page 29, line 1 1 (claim 22), delete "substantially D-shaped". 

Page 30, line 18 (claim 24), replace "a cam member" with - an activating arm --. 

Page 30, line 20 (claim 24), replace "cam member" with - activating arm -. 

Page 33, lines 2-14, replace the ABSTRACT with the following ABSTRACT 

Bi-leaved valve apparatus for controlling bulk material flow from a bulk 
material metering apparatus. A bi-leaved valve apparatus comprises a cylindrical flow 
tube defining an axial material passageway, an outlet and a flow tube actuation surface. 
A valve support is mounted about the flow tube adjacent the flow tube outlet such that 
the valve support and flow tube are relatively rotatable. A pair of leaves are attached to 
the valve support and are sized to seal the flow tube outlet. The leaves are movable 
between open and closed orientations and have a valve actuation surface adjacent the 
flow tube actuation surface. An actuator causes relative rotational movement of the flow 
tube and valve support such that rotation to a first relative position causes the flow tube 
and valve actuation surfaces to open the leaves and rotation to a further relative 
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position causes the leaves to close. The valve apparatus may be used with bulk 
material metering machines such as vertical form/fill/seal packaging machines. - ~ 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding independent claims 1 and 22, the prior art did not disclose an actuator 
causing relative rotational movement of the flow tube and valve support tube such that 
rotation to a first relative position causes the flow tube and valve actuation surfaces to 
open the leaves and rotation to a second relative position causes the leaves to close. 

Regarding independent claim 14, the prior art did not disclose an actuator in 
poweMransmission relationship with the valve support, said actuator rotating the valve 
support relative to the flow tube such that, in one relative position, coaction of the flow 
tube and valve actuation surfaces urge the leaves to an open position and, in a second 
position, coaction of the flow tube and valve actuation surfaces urge the leaves to a 
closed position sealing the flow tube outlet. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew J. Rost whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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2711. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-Th and 7:30-5 every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on 571-272-4835. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Andrew J Rost 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3751 
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